GENERIC THINK ALOUD

DESCRIPTION:

The teacher reads a short passage aloud and stops repeatedly along the way to explain her mental process of the ideas trying to get across. Think aloud should be used whenever new thinking/reading strategy or genre is taught. It is good for students to practice thinking/reading strategies aloud in pairs/groups to help them internalize it. 
TEACHER TALK:


“Reading and thinking go hand and hand. If you work to actually think about what you are reading while you read, you’ll remember a lot more. That’s why I’m going to read something aloud and show you what I’m thinking while I’m reading. You are to follow along as I read. Whenever I stop at the dots you are to listen carefully and make notes on what I say.”

DIRECTIONS:

· Choose a short piece. 

· Before making photocopies for students mark three of four dots on the text. This is where you will stop and think aloud.

· Tell students to listen and jot down notes by the dots on what you are saying.

· Read text aloud stopping at dots. Comments should be brief.

· After reading, students pair up and compare notes and add anything they missed.

· Discuss with students each think aloud and discuss type of thinking that was occurring.

· Jot down on board or poster paper thinking strategies used in teacher’s think aloud. Let students give their own terminology for the thinking and show them how it fits into one of the reading strategies.

· Practice this several times with students as whole group, then pairs to help it become more natural to the student.

· Finally allow to do on their own without help of dots, stopping no more than three or four times. They may mark with sticky notes if it is something they can not write on.
